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How Statistics Are Used In Major Criminal Justice
Statistics refers to the process of collecting both qualitative and quantitative information in bulk and conducting an analysis to come up with useful information that aids in decision making. The origin of the first official published statistics dates back in 1827, in France.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The crime statistics are generated in three main avenues that are- administrative data, surveys, and ethnographic studies. Administrative data is also known as 'official' statistics as it is derived from records stored in the state institutions' database. The primary source of the crime statistics is the self- report surveys that involve interviewing victims of crime and law offenders. Ethnographic studies are based on small samples that usually do not represent the population. Moreover, ethnographic studies are not rich in statistical data.
On the other hand, criminal justice refers to the system practiced by institutions and governments aimed at ensuring sustainable social control, reduce and control the level of crime in the society, as well as bringing the law offenders to justice. The punishment can be in terms of criminal penalties or rehabilitation efforts. The criminal justice system is comprised of five major components, namely; the police, prosecutors, courts, prison, and noncustodial measures. The five major parts of the system have sub-components that combined add constructs a sophisticated network of agencies dealing with crimes, criminals, and victims.
Statistics in criminal justice has been in use for an extended period. Statistics have been used as a tool to provide more knowledge on the field of criminal prosecution. The government, for instance, use statistics and statistical analysis on criminal justice to adequately put into practice anti-crime programs aimed at protecting the rights of the society(Williamson, n.d.). The statistical analysis enables the government to evaluate the social impact of public expenditures as well as policies.  Additionally, statistics provided by the Uniform Crime Reporting program are used by media to raise awareness on the level or state of crime to the public, in comparison to the national level. The world of commerce and the tourism industry use the statistics to examine how the geographical regions they represent are impacted. Criminal Justice researchers use statistics to study the nature of the crime, its cause, and movement over time(“Crime Reports and Crime Statistics—Criminal Justice—IResearchNet,” n.d.).  The bodies concerned with crime issues like law enforcement administrators, planners, both public and private entities, use statistics to come up with findings and recommendations. The results and recommendations of the research are used by legislators to come up with a preliminary sketch of anti-crime measures. 
Statistics are used as a tool for improving community relations; once crime data is released to the public, trust and transparency is increased. The public has the right to be informed about the status of their safety by the police. Hence, informing the public about the statistics of crime increases their trust in police and therefor creating a conducive working relationship. Furthermore, statistics are used as an analysis tool to indicate whether the measures put in place to counter crimes are working or not. Usually, initiatives set at a particular region are meant to lower the level of crime, if crime statistics indicate otherwise then crime justice investigators can look for an alternative initiative(Why National Crime Statistics Are Important | Walden University, n.d.). The statistics are useful in resource allocation. For example, it indicates what regions require criminal justice grants or mean what program would well suit a particular community. The statistics can furthermore be used as a predictive policy. Crime justice professionals can use statistics to predict the probability of risk or crime occurring. Through the intervention by law enforcement, this risk can be mitigated since resources could be utilized fully, such as deploying police officers for patrol. Therefore, statistics play a vital role in ensuring that the public is protected from crime and ensuring justice is served to those who break the law.
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